Involvement with the University of Iasi – “Alexandru Ioan Cuza” and the Third International Conference on Adult Education.   April 25-29, 2010.
It is a rare honor to engage in professional and intellectual dialogue in a dynamic cultural context.   I found my experience at the both the Symposium co-hosted by the International Adult and Continuing Hall of Fame, as  well as the full conference of the International Conference on Adult Education hosted by  the Lifelong Learning Institute of the Alexandru Ioan Cuza University of Iasi to be an intellectual and personable value.  


As a conferee,  I saw the dynamic development and support of the Human Rights committee and its work,  the Romanian orthodox leadership and support of adult education and lifelong learning, as well as both the engagement of University leaders of Iasi and the faculty of Psychology and Education Science valuing the importance of the conference and of the work of the faculty and students in Adult Education.   

The Conference and Symposium was intellectually and technologically fascinating with a broad diversity of topics.   Individuals, both professionals and students from both Romania and other countries, offered a wide-array of engaging topics of both practice and research.  There were a number of topics focused upon teaching and learning in both face to face and e-learning environments,  as well as concerns about work performance and adult participation in the information society.  A number of papers focused upon teacher education in both the development of professionals, as well as in various evaluation strategies.  In addition, there were more broadly focused conceptual and theoretical papers on social capital, the nature of lifelong learning, and self-directed or self organized learning.  In addition, the three papers presented by the International Hall of Fame members – Dr. Gary Miller regarding trends in online learning, Dr. Carol Kasworm regarding trends in adult higher education and Dr. Marcie Boucouvalas regarding the changing nature of work in the information age society, each captured past, present, and future understandings, and the significance of our changing world of self, work, and community.    Many of these presentations were videostreamed onto the web for additional viewing, as well as the three Hall of Fame member presentations will be available for video access in the future.  In our discussions , it was evident that there is a strong commitment to be part of the world community of lifelong learning and to continue to seek out relevant insights and knowledge to enhance the work and roles of Romania in the global environment. 

The hospitality of the Conference on Adult Education was truly impressive, with meetings of the Rektor of the University, key leaders of the Romanian orthodox church patriarchy, officials of Iasi,  and key leaders and faculty in relation to the faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences.   I will always remember the special visit to the Bucium monastery and their commitment to educating icon painters in their religious tradition.   I will also remember  city in the middle of a lovely spring day with profuse flowering of tulips and pansies.   It was truly a beautiful city and university.    As I shared with my colleagues at my university,  it was a visit filled with caring and hospitable individuals,    with beautiful sites,   amazing food and drink,  and a group of individuals that love to dance, dance, dance, through the evening.  You should see Gary and Marcie on the dance floor!  
